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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Section A 
 
A1 Combination of Words  
 
Marking principles: 
 

• grammatically correct combination 2 marks  

• grammatically incorrect combination  
• error in sign / symbol / letter  
 
No 1 mark 

0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

1 gm + Bq¡l = gm¡q¡l   2

2 fl + EfL¡l = f−l¡fL¡l 2

3 −n¡L + Ga = −n¡L¡aÑ 2

4 ¢h +  AhÙÛ¡ =  hÉhÙÛ¡ 2

5 ¢ex + BL¡l = ¢el¡L¡l 2

 
Idioms, Proverbs and Words in Pairs 
 
Marking principles: 
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item (e.g. for Q9, if a candidate responds (6) B−j¡cfË−j¡c = 0 marks). 
 

• correct number, phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be 
correct) 

2 marks 

• incorrect number or incorrect phrase 
 
No 1 mark 

0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

6 (2) N¡−R Ly¡W¡m −Ny¡−g −am  2

7 (10) dl¡−L pl¡ ‘¡e  2

8 (9) fcÈf¡a¡u Sm  2

9 (6) B−j¡cfË−j¡c 2

10 (4) m¡−il …s ¢fyf−su M¡u 2
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A3 Sentence Transformation 
 
Marking Principles 
 

• grammatically correct / appropriate sentence including the key word/s 
• full meaning of the sentence is conveyed  
• tolerate a single spelling error  

2 marks 

• only the essence of the meaning is conveyed  
• 1 spelling error and 1 keyword error 
• tolerate 2 spelling errors  

1 mark 

• meaning of the sentence is not conveyed / is changed  
• more than 2 spelling errors  

0 marks 

 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above. 
 

Question Answer Marks 

11 −VÊeV¡ dl−a Q¡C−m/q−m/ dl¡l CµR¡ b¡L−m −a¡j¡−L −S¡−l −S¡−l qy¡V−a q−hz 2

12 Ae¤n£me L−l/Ae¤n£m−el j¡dÉ−j/à¡l¡ HC fË¢a−k¡¢Na¡u −Sa¡ k¡uz 4Se\d[S Sb @Zi[ <6 
ĴcOiYbcBObq ƱGOb 4^ŕV  

2

13 L−W¡l f¢lnËj ph¡C Ll−a f¡−l e¡/ Ll¡ ph¡l f−r pñh eu/ Apñhz @cKS @bG @X Ʊ[bi@6 
@ZiO TbiZ  

2

14 −a¡j¡l N¡−el fËnwp¡ −L e¡ L−l/L−l e¡ Hje −LE B−R ¢L? 

ƱObXbZ BbiSZ Ĵ\2^b @d ^@i[6/^Vb6 @iZ Sb?   
ƱObXbZ Ĵ\2^b GbS @OGS @iZ ?  
ƱObXbZ BbiSZ Ĵ\2^b @d Ʊ@8 @iZ Sb?    0 

2

15 j¡ hm−me −k BL¡−n −jO, B¢j −ke R¡a¡V¡ p−‰ l¡¢Mz Key word 5Xbi@ Vb 5XbZ 
1 mark if key word is missing but meaning is conveyed 

2
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Cloze Passage 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with the word only. Tolerate spelling errors. If candidates write more than 
one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct attempt to the same item. 

5 
 

Question Answer Marks 

16 f¤l−e¡ 2

17 ¢fËu  2

18 NË£×jfËd¡e  2

19 jlp¤¤j  2

20 Ef−i¡N 2

21 pj¡ei¡−h 2

22 Ef¡−cu  2

23 ü¡c 2

24 Ajªa  2

25 Aa¥me£u 2
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Section B 
MCQ Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates must respond by ticking only one box next to the corresponding letter in each question. If 
candidates tick more than one box per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct attempt to 
the same item. 
 

• Tick the box next to correct answer 2 marks 

• incorrect or multiple ticks  0 mark 

• There will be no 1 mark  

 

Question Answer Marks 

26 D 2

27 B 2

28 C 2

29 A 2

30 C 2

31 A 2

32 B 2
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Section C 
 
OE Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates must write in their own words, i.e. not ‘lift’ (copy word-for-word) material from the text. 
There is a maximum of 6 marks available for each question. A maximum of 4 marks are awarded for 
Content, according to the examples in the mark scheme below. A maximum of 2 marks are awarded 
for Language according to the banded marking principles below. 
 

• clear, appropriate language and vocabulary 
• in the candidate’s own words (no lifting) 
• Lifting by omitting few words conveying the meaning 
• tolerate minor spelling errors 
• manipulation of at least 1 word 

2 language marks 

• partially successful communication of the answer 
• spelling errors and 
• occasional lifting 

1 language mark 

• inappropriate use of language 
• limited/inappropriate vocabulary 
• meaning is confused/ambiguous/obscure 
• basic errors which impede communication 
• heavy reliance on lifting 

0 language marks 

 
Content marks are to be awarded as follows 
 

Question Answer Marks 

33 NË¡jV¡ −k −hn fËaÉ¿¹ a¡ L£i¡−h −h¡T¡ k¡u? Q¡l¢V hZÑe¡ c¡Jz
¢e−Ql a¡¢mL¡ −b−L −k−L¡−e¡ 4¢V 

 

 ²bXJb ƱŻ\S ƱPi@ VƝ /cV\ c@i[bcXJbZ QfiZ  
Q¡lf¡−n −Lhm d§ d§ Ll¡ l¦rÈ j¡W  
QfiZ @iq@cJ ƱFbJ ƱFbJ cJ[b > ƱAbqb6  

1

 ^@bi[Z ƱZbiQ QfiZZ ^VeG cJ[b‌i[b Rf^Z ƱQAbq  

 d¤−m¡uil¡/ Ly¡Q¡/  Hh−s¡−Mh−s¡ l¡Ù¹¡u/ A−eLrZ qy¡V−a qu 1

 L−uL¢V Ly¡Q¡f¡L¡ h¡¢s 1

 ¢cejS¥l/ −M−V M¡Ju¡ B¢ch¡p£ j¡e¤−ol h¡p   1

 Bd¤¢eL fËk¤¢š²l −YE HMeJ H−cl S£h−e fË−hn L−l¢e 1

 n¡¿¹ påÉ¡u ¢h−e¡ce j¡−e HLj¡œ −ha¡l/ƱZcL>  1

 ƱXiqiQZ Ʊ[AbTobZ V�VƐb ƱS6  
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Question Answer Marks 

34 Be¾c ¢e−Lae−L −mM−Ll L¡−R ph¤Sà£f j−e q−u−R −Le? Q¡l¢Vl ¢hhlZ c¡Jz  

 m¡m l−Pl MsM¢sl hs hs S¡e¡m¡Ju¡m¡ ph¤S l−Pl ¢aeam¡ HLV¡ ihe 1

 p¡j−e J −fR−e g¥−ml ph¤S h¡N¡e  1

 a¡lC j¡−T L−uL¢V −c¡me¡   1

 L«¢œj TeÑ¡ 

 f¡−nC −M¡m¡ j¡W 1

35 Be¾c ¢e−La−el f¡W ¢hl¢a−a −mML L£ L¡l−Z j¤‡ q−me? Q¡l¢Vl E−õM Llz
¢e−Ql a¡¢mL¡ −b−L −k−L¡−e¡ 4¢V 

 

 L¡E−L −c¡me¡u c¤m−a −c−M 1

 −LE h¡ g¥mN¡−R Sm ¢c−µR  1

 −LE Bh¡l ¢nr−Ll ac¡l¢L−a V−h g¥mN¡R hp¡−µR 1

 L−uLSe−L cm−hy−d Bfej−e R¢h ByL−a −c−M 1

 Af¡l Evp¡q J Be−¾c ph¡C−L L¡−S ¢ejNÀ −c−M 1

36 −mML L£i¡−h h¤T−me R¡œ£l¡ a¡−cl i¢hoÉ−al ¢WL¡e¡ My¥−S −f−u−R? Q¡l¢V Ec¡qlZ c¡Jz  

 HL R¡œ£ Cw−l¢Sl pwh¡c f¡¢WL¡ q−a Q¡u 1

 HL R¡œ£ L«¢o¢h‘¡e£ q−a Q¡u  1

 L−uLSe R¡œ£ X¡š²¡l qJu¡l üfÀ −c−M 1

 HL R¡œ£ fËd¡e ¢n¢rL¡l j−a¡ q−a Q¡u 1

37  −j−u−cl ú¥m −M¡m¡l −fR−e j§m Evp¡qV¡ AdÉr¡ L£i¡−h −f−u¢R−me? Q¡l¢Vl ¢hhlZ c¡Jz 
¢e−Ql a¡¢mL¡ −b−L −k−L¡−e¡ 4¢V 

 

 cSiGZ GdViSZ 4cWÑOb ƱPi@   

 −pM¡−e −L¡−e¡ ú¥m  /g       1

 ¢e−S c§−ll nq−l −b−L fs¡−n¡e¡ L−l−Re 1

 ¢e−Sl NË¡−j ¢g−l H−p −cM−me −j−ul¡ o ú¥−m k¡u e¡/  ¢f¢R−u B−R  1

 ay¡l hå¥ fËL¡−nl Evp¡q J p¡q¡kÉ  1

    g       
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Question Answer Marks 

38  Be¾c ¢e−Lae N−s a¥m−a AdÉr¡ öl¦ −b−L L£i¡−h H¢N−u ¢N−u¢R−me? Q¡l¢Vl hZÑe¡ c¡Jz 
¢e−Ql a¡¢mL¡ −b−L −k−L¡−e¡ 4¢V 

 

 HLV¡ −R¡V Q¡m¡O−l Se¡fy¡−QL R¡œ£−L ¢e−u öl¦ L−le 1

 fË¢a¢ce h¡¢s h¡¢s ¢N−u j¡-h¡h¡−L −h¡T¡−ae −j−u−cl SeÉ ¢nr¡ La Sl¦l£ 1

 R¡œ£pwMÉ¡ œ²jn h¡sm 1

 Q¡m¡Ol f¡L¡ Ll¡ qm  1

 Ĵ@b\ > Ob1Z p¢’a ph pÇfc ¢ex−no L−l c¤'S−e ¢j−m 1

 
C7 Vocabulary 
 
Marking principles: 
 

appropriate synonym with correct spelling 2 marks 

appropriate synonym 
tolerate minor spelling errors which do not impede meaning 

1 mark 

inappropriate synonym 
spelling error which impedes meaning 

0 marks 

 
If candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. 
 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above. 
 

Question Answer Marks 

39 fË−hn = ¢ia−l k¡Ju¡ h¡ −Y¡@b 
4SeĴiV\   0 mark 

2

40 fË¡Zh¿¹ = fË¡ZQ’m, pS£h, S£h¿¹, 8Ç[, GdVS \c�iO TcZTfNƳ 
GdcVO  0 mark 

2

41 ¢ejNÀ = ¢e¢hø, X¥−h b¡L¡, BµRæ, XiSbcSiV\, XiSbiYbBd _>qb, 5cVŻ, cSXcÎO, BWdZ R�bS, 
XiSbiYbB   

2

42 qa¡n = ¢el¡n, Bn¡q£e, Bn¡i‰, XS ƱWi¿ Tob,  5\b ƱFio ƱQ>qb 2

43 ¢ex−no = HLcj −no, g¥¢l−u k¡Ju¡, Ah¢nø e¡ b¡L¡, ^V Ʊ\]  2

 


